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1
POWER SUPPLY WITH INTEGRATED
LINEAR HIGH VOLTAGE MULTIPLIER AND
CAPACITORS THEREFOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to power supplies
for generating high voltages. More particularly, the present
invention relates to a high voltage power supply such as used
with neutron generating tubes in oil well logging equipment.
Further, the invention relates to an arrangement of special
capacitors utilized in a linear fashion used in these high volt-
age power supplies.

2. Related Art

Oil well logging devices which include neutron generating
tubes are well known in the art. Such devices are sized to be
lowered down an oil well bore and emit neutrons into the
formation through which the bore passes. By detecting the
radiation coming back from the formation, particularly the
atoms in the formation that have been made radioactive by the
emitted neutrons, the location of the oil bearing strata can be
determined along the depth of the well. This indicates where
the well casing should be perforated to allow oil to flow into
the well.

The neutron generating tubes which are the heart of these
logging devices require 100,000 volts or more to operate.
Currently available logging devices generally use a Cockroft-
Walton type voltage multiplier circuit which include capaci-
tors and rectifiers, which takes an AC voltage from a step up
transformer and converts it to a high DC voltage by succes-
sively raising up the voltage in a step wise fashion to operate
the neutron generating tube. Voltage multiplying circuits
using capacitors and rectifiers are well known, with the Cock-
roft-Walton series multiplier type circuit being commonly
used in the currently available logging devices. These cur-
rently available logging devices can generally operate satis-
factorily up to about 150 degrees C. Beyond this point, exces-
sive electrical leakage in the semiconductors (rectifiers)
preclude efficient power conversion. The leakage currents in
semiconductors generally increase exponentially with
increases in temperature. Many of the deep oil wells currently
being drilled have internal temperatures in the deeper parts of
the well over 150 degrees C. and up to 175 degrees C. or
greater. This presents a problem in logging the deeper por-
tions of the wells because, as indicated, the presently used
logging devices do not operate satisfactorily at these higher
temperatures.

In addition, in order to provide the required 100 kV of
operating voltage required by neutron generating tubes, a
reasonable limit must be imposed on the number of stages
present in a Cockroft-Walton series voltage multiplying cir-
cuit. Several reasons exist for this limit. One deals with the
output voltage droop that occurs between no load and full
load conditions which is proportional to the cube of the num-
ber of stages utilized. When the neutron tube is gated to be on,
it is not uncommon to find the 100 kV dropping towards 80
kV as the power supply tries to feed into the load of the tube.
A second problem that occurs is the generation of ripple
voltage that rides on the high voltage output due to the incom-
plete conversion of AC to DC voltage. This unwanted elec-
trical noise interferes with the acceleration voltage of the tube
and is difficult to remove from the process. Unfortunately, the
ripple voltage present on the high voltage output is propor-
tional to the square of the number of stages used in the
multiplier.
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There is currently a need for an oil well logging device that
will operate at temperatures above 150 degrees C.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It has been found that while semiconductor rectifiers oper-
ating at high reverse voltages, i.e., the rectifiers are used to
block high voltages, break down or suffer excessive leakage
currents at temperatures above 150 degrees C., but that such
rectifiers, if operated at lower voltages, will operate satisfac-
torily up to and over 175 degrees C., the temperatures needed
for operation in deep oil wells. Thus, if the voltages across the
rectifiers can be reduced, the operating temperature for the
circuits using such rectifiers can be increased. By increasing
the number of stages used in a voltage multiplying circuit, the
reverse voltage across the rectifiers in each stage is reduced.
However, as indicated above, the number of stages that can be
included in the presently used Cockroft-Walton series multi-
plication circuits to provide the needed high output voltage
without excessive output voltage droop and ripple is very
limited. Therefore, it is generally not possible to increase the
number of stages in such Cockroft-Walton multiplier circuits
above five stages. It has been found that in voltage multiplier
circuits utilizing a parallel or combination parallel and series
multiplication scheme, the voltage regulation (droop) and
ripple does not scale as the cube and square of the number of
stages used as it does in the Cockroft-Walton series multiplier
circuits. In the parallel or combination parallel and series
multiplier circuit topology, the output voltage regulation
(droop) scales only as the number of stages (N) while the
ripple voltage is only a function of the capacitance used,
independent of the number of stages. Therefore, a much
larger number of multiplying stages can be used to generate
the needed high DC voltage output without serious output
voltage droop and ripple. If such voltage multiplying circuits
can be incorporated into oil well logging devices, such cir-
cuits can be used to provide the needed DC voltage to operate
the neutron generating tube at the higher temperatures above
150 degrees C. However, when using a parallel or combina-
tion parallel and series voltage multiplier circuit, it is neces-
sary to provide capacitors that will operate at high voltages up
to the output voltage of the power supply, usually at least 100
kV. Providing high voltage capacitors that will physically fit
into such circuits where the circuits have to fit into a cylin-
drical case with an outside diameter between one and one half
inch and two inches (75 mm diameters are common), is very
difficult. Standard 100 kV disc or mica construction high
voltage capacitors do not fit in such small diameter spaces.

According to the invention, a high voltage power supply
which will operate at high temperatures in excess of 150
degrees C and which can fit into an oil well logging tool can
be made by utilizing a voltage multiplier circuit with a paral-
lel or combination of parallel and series multiplication
schemes, so a much larger number of multiplying stages, for
example, ten or twenty stages, can be used in the circuits
thereby reducing the reverse voltage drop across each semi-
conductor rectifier. The lower reverse voltage drop across the
rectifiers reduce the leakage currents thereby reducing the
power loss, minimizing internal power dissipation, and
increasing system efficiency. This allows such circuits to
operate at higher temperatures. Since the voltage regulation
and ripple in such circuits does not scale as the cube and
square of the number of stages used, better voltage regulation
with less ripple is obtained. Because high voltage capacitors
are required for such circuits, the invention uses a special
novel construction of high voltage capacitors that will fit into
the small diameters required by the oil well logging devices.
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By constructing the needed high voltage capacitors from a
common capacitor electrode, such as formed by an elongate
piece of conductive material, for example a length of cylin-
drical conductive material such as a length of metal tubing or
rod, coated with a high voltage dielectric, such as several
layers of a Kapton or other plastic film material wrapped
around at least a portion of the cylindrical length or a ceramic
material positioned around at least a portion of the cylindrical
length such as a sleeve of alumina positioned around the tube
or rod, separate individual capacitor electrodes can be formed
on the dielectric with conductive material, such as with strips
of conductive material wrapped concentrically with the tube
or rod outside the dielectric material. With this construction,
a small diameter set of high voltage parallel capacitors can be
constructed to fit within an oil well logging device. To insure
mechanical integrity, the entire apparatus may be encapsu-
lated within a high voltage container by a high temperature
potting material and placed within a metal outer case.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the detailed description which follows, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which
together illustrate, by way of example, features of the inven-
tion, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a general diagrammatic block diagram of an oil
well logging device as currently used to log oil wells, and with
which the high voltage power supply of the present invention
may be used;

FIG. 2 is a vertical section through an oil well logging
device as currently used again showing a general diagram-
matic view of the logging device of FIG. 1 and showing a four
stage Cockroft-Walton high voltage multiplier circuit;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a parallel embodiment of a
voltage multiplier circuit of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a generally schematic view of the physical
arrangement of a parallel embodiment of a voltage multiplier
circuit of the invention implementing the circuitry shown by
the circuit diagram of FIG. 3 to form a ten stage negative
output parallel multiplier circuit;

FIG. 5 is a vertical section through a capacitor of the
invention taken on the line 5-5 of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a vertical section similar to that of FIG. 5 with
circuit components slightly rearranged so that the circuit will
fit into a smaller diameter space;

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of a combination parallel-series
embodiment of a voltage multiplier circuit of the invention;

FIG. 8 is a generally schematic view of the physical
arrangement of a combination parallel-series embodiment of
the voltage multiplier circuit of the invention implementing
the circuitry shown by the circuit diagram of FIG. 7 to form a
ten stage negative output parallel-series multiplier circuit;

FIG. 9 is a vertical section through a capacitor of the
invention taken on the line 9-9 of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a vertical section similar to that of FIG. 9 with
circuit components slightly rearranged so that the circuit will
fit into a smaller diameter space; and

FIG. 11 is an assembly view of a different construction of
the parallel capacitor assembly of the invention.

Reference will now be made to the exemplary embodi-
ments illustrated, and specific language will be used herein to
describe the same. It will nevertheless be understood that no
limitation of the scope of the invention is thereby intended.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

The invention is a high voltage power supply which can be
used in any situation where a high voltage power supply is
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needed. A specific application of the high voltage power
supply of the invention is in connection with oil well logging
devices which are lowered down an oil well while emitting
pulses of neutrons into the formation through which the well
extends to find the oil bearing strata intersected by the well.
The specific example embodiments described herein are
directed to this specific application, but the invention is not so
limited.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an oil well logging device will
generally include a metal case 10 which houses a neutron
source 12 in the form of a commercially available neutron
generating acceleration tube. Such a tube requires a voltage of
around 100,000 volts (100 kV) to accelerate charged particles
from a particle source to impact a target material which
releases neutrons when hit with the accelerated particles.
Such neutron sources are well known in the art and are com-
monly used in oil well logging devices. The required high
voltage for the neutron source is supplied by a high voltage
DC power supply whichusually includes an AC power source
connected to a voltage multiplier circuit. In the illustrated
embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, which represents a generalized
prior art oil well logging device, the AC voltage source is
made up of an AC power supply 14 connected to a step up
transformer 16. As shown, the AC power supply is connected
to the primary winding 15 of the step up transformer 16, and
the secondary winding 17 of the step up transformer, which
provides the AC output voltage signal of the AC power source,
is connected to the input of the voltage multiplier circuit 18.
The voltage multiplier circuit 18 takes the AC output voltage
signal from the AC power source, i.e., from secondary wind-
ing 17 ofthe step up transformer 16, and converts it to the high
voltage DC output 19 by successively raising the voltage in a
step wise fashion. The usual voltage multiplier circuit 18 used
in such currently available oil well logging devices is a Cock-
roft-Walton series multiplier circuit as shown in FIG. 2. The
high voltage DC output 19 of the voltage multiplier circuit 18
is connected in usual manner to the neutron source 12.

As indicated, the traditional logging devices as shown in
FIG. 2 generally include a cylindrical housing 10 which is
suspended in an oil well 22 by a cable 20 which can be
extended from the top of the well to lower the logging device
down the well or can be pulled up to raise the logging device
in the well. The well extends through a ground formation 24
and may be cased with casing pipe 26. Because the casing of
the well is generally about two inches in inside diameter, the
logging device housing has an outside diameter of less than
two inches so that it can fit into and move up and down the
well. This means that the inside diameter of the housing 10 for
the device is between about one and one half and two inches.
Everything in the housing as described has to fit within this
small diameter.

As shown in FIG. 2, the AC power supply 14 may be a wire
extending down the cable 20 suspending the logging device
from the top of the well. An AC signal from the top of the well
is then sent down the wire to the logging device. Alternately,
the AC power source can be located in the logging device
itself, and, for example, include a battery and an inverter to
generate the AC input signal to the primary winding 15 ofthe
step up transformer 16. A new drilling technique referred to as
MWD (measure while drilling) uses well drilling equipment
which incorporates a well logging device with neutron gen-
erating tube in the drilling equipment. This means that the
well is logged as it is drilled and there is no separate logging
device as shown in FIG. 2 that is lowered by a cable into the
well after the well is drilled. With this new drilling equipment,
the various components described are incorporated into the
drilling equipment and operate in the same manner as
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described for the separate logging device to perform the log-
ging as the well is being drilled. With this new equipment, the
AC power supply 14 may be a local generator which gener-
ates AC power as the drill rotates in the well.

FIG. 2 includes a circuit diagram for the traditional prior art
Cockroft-Walton series voltage multiplier circuit as the volt-
age multiplier circuit of block 18. As shown in FIG. 2, a four
stage traditional Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuit
includes a set of capacitors 27 connected in series with the
grounded output of the step up transformer 16 and a set of
capacitors 28 connected in series with the ungrounded output
of'the step up transformer 16. The individual capacitors of the
two sets 27 and 28 of capacitors are connected by a rectifier
matrix made up of rectifiers 29. Each set of capacitors are
shown with four individual capacitors connected in series
with a corresponding capacitor of each series connected by
two opposing polarity rectifiers to form one of the four mul-
tiplication stages. Thus, the traditional Cockroft-Walton
series multiplier circuit includes two sets of capacitors, each
of which have the capacitors of the set connected in series.

In the embodiments shown, the invention is directed to the
voltage multiplier circuit portion 18 of the high voltage power
supply. The other parts of the high voltage supply and the oil
well logging device in which the high voltage supply and the
voltage multiplier circuit of the invention is shown, as an
example of its use, generally remain the same as for the prior
art shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 3 shows a circuit diagram of a parallel embodiment of
a voltage multiplier circuit of the invention. This, rather than
being a traditional Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuit
with two sets of capacitors connected in series, is a parallel
multiplier circuit having two sets of capacitors connected in
parallel. A first set of capacitors 30 made up of capacitors C1,
C2, and C3 are connected in parallel to the output 31 of the
secondary winding 17 of' the step up transformer 16. A second
set of capacitors 32 made up of capacitors C4, C5, and C6 are
connected in parallel with the grounded terminal 34 of the
secondary winding 17 of the step up transformer. The indi-
vidual capacitors of the two sets 30 and 32 of capacitors are
connected by a rectifier matrix made up of rectifiers D1-D6.
The rectifiers will generally be semiconductor rectifiers such
as diodes. For ease of illustration, the circuit of FIG. 3 shows
only a three stage multiplier circuit with capacitors C1 and C4
and rectifiers D1 and D2 making up the first stage, capacitors
C2 and C5 and rectifiers D3 and D4 making up the second
stage, and capacitors C3 and C6 and rectifiers D5 and D6
making up the third stage. As many stages as desired may be
used, the more stages being used, the less the voltage required
to be blocked by any one of the rectifiers (the rectifier reverse
voltage) for the same total circuit output voltage. In the par-
allel multiplier circuit topology, the output voltage droop
(load regulation) is proportional only to the number of stages
while the ripple voltage is only a function of the capacitance
used, independent of the number of stages. This is different
from the common Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuits
where the voltage droop that occurs between no load and full
load conditions is proportional to the cube of the number of
stages utilized and the ripple voltage present on the high
voltage output is proportional to the square of the number of
stages used in the multiplier. Therefore, it is desirable to limit
the number of stages used in the prior art Cockroft-Walton
series multiplier circuits as much as possible. For oil well
logging equipment, it is common to use five stages in a
Cockroft-Walton multiplier circuit to provide the needed 100,
000 volt output. The input voltage to such circuits provided by
the step up transformers are normally in the range of 20,000
volts. This produces large reverse voltage drops across the
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rectifiers used in the Cockroft-Walton multiplier circuits
which limit the performance of such circuits at high tempera-
tures due to increased rectifier electrical leakage currents. For
example, when the input to the Cockroft-Walton series mul-
tiplier circuit is 20,000 volts, the voltage required to be
blocked by each of the rectifiers (the reverse voltage on the
rectifiers) is about 20,000 volts.

As indicated, because in the parallel multiplier circuit
topology the output voltage droop (load regulation) is pro-
portional only to the number of stages (as opposed to the cube
of the number of stages) while the ripple voltage is only a
function of the capacitance used, independent of the number
of stages (as opposed to the square of the number of stages),
when using parallel multiplier circuits as opposed to the nor-
mally used Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuits, the
number of stages can be increased significantly compared to
the number of stages used in the Cockroft-Walton series
multiplier circuits. Therefore, to lessen the reverse voltage
across the rectifiers to thereby increase the temperatures at
which such circuits will operate satisfactorily, the number of
stages used in the parallel circuits, such as the parallel circuit
of FIG. 3, can be increased from the five stages used in the
series circuit to ten, twenty, or more in the parallel circuits
and, with the number of stages increased, the input voltage
from the step up transformer to the multiplier circuit can be
reduced. This also reduces the multiplication of the voltage at
each stage of the multiplication circuit. For example, an input
voltage of around 10,000 volts can be used for a ten stage
multiplier circuit (with 10,000 volt multiplication for each
stage) and an input voltage of around 5,000 volts can be used
for a twenty stage multiplier circuit (with 5,000 volt multi-
plication for each stage) rather than the 20,000 volts for a five
stage Cockroft-Walton circuit (with 20,000 volt multiplica-
tion for each stage). This reduces the reverse voltage across
the rectifiers of about 20,000 volts for the Cockroft-Walton
series voltage multiplier circuit to about 10,000 volts for a ten
stage parallel circuit and about 5,000 volts for a twenty stage
parallel circuit. However, parallel multiplier circuits require
atleast some capacitors operable at voltages equal to and near
the output voltage of the voltage multiplier. Thus, while the
voltages across the rectifiers can be reduced with the use of
more stages as allowed by the use of a parallel circuit, the
voltage across the capacitors is increased in such parallel
circuits. This presents the problem of providing high voltage
capacitors that will fit into the small diameter spaces available
in oil well logging equipment.

The use of the parallel multiplier circuits of the present
invention in oil well logging equipment is possible with the
use of a special high voltage capacitor construction of the
invention. FIG. 4 shows a physical implementation of the
circuit of FIG. 3 using ten multiplier stages. As can be seen
from FIG. 3, the parallel set 30 of capacitors C1 through C3
which are connected in parallel all have a common connec-
tion of one side of each capacitor to the secondary winding
output 31 from the secondary winding 17 of the step up
transfer. This common connection makes it possible to con-
struct a set of capacitors all sharing a common capacitor
electrode or plate. Similarly, the parallel set 32 of capacitors
C4 through C6 which are connected in parallel all have a
common connection of one side of each capacitor to the
secondary winding output 34 from the secondary winding 17
of the step up transfer. This common connection makes it
possible to construct a second set of capacitors all sharing
another common capacitor electrode or plate. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the common capacitor electrode or plate
for each set of parallel capacitors 30 and 32 takes the form of
a separate piece of elongate conductive material, such as a
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piece of elongate tube or rod of conductive material. The tube
or rod as shown in FIGS. 4, 5, and 6 may take the form of a
brass tube 40.

Each common capacitor electrode 40 is coated with a
dielectric material 42 having a high breakdown voltage. Ithas
been found that a wrapping of multiple layers of a polyimide
film material such as KAPTON tape or film material around
the common electrode, e.g., around the brass tube 40, pro-
vides a dielectric of sufficient breakdown voltage to be used
satisfactorily ina 100,000 volt power supply. A single layer of
the KAPTON film or tape, depending on the thickness, will
withstand up to about 30,000 volts. A wrapping of four layers
of' such KAPTON film or tape will withstand well over 100,
000 volts. While the KAPTON film or tape has been found
satisfactory for use in building the capacitors, various other
electrically insulating materials can be used, such as Teflon or
other plastics, ceramics, aluminum oxide, reconstructed
mica, etc. With the dielectric layer around the common elec-
trode, the individual capacitors for a set of parallel capacitors
can be easily constructed by forming individual electrodes of
conductive material 44 on the dielectric material, such as by
wrapping a conductive material, such as a conductive foil
material or a conductive band, around the dielectric 42. Each
separate electrode formed by conductive material 44 may be
provided with a terminal connection 46 where the rectifiers 47
and 48 are connected in opposite orientations to the individual
capacitor electrodes. Alternatively, the respective rectifiers
can be attached, such as by soldering, directly to the conduc-
tive material forming the individual electrodes without pro-
vision of specific terminal configurations. Care must be taken
particularly with the last capacitor toward the output 49 of a
tube 40 that the dielectric coating 42 extends far enough
beyond the conductive material 44 forming the individual
capacitor electrode that there will be no arcing between the
last individual capacitor electrode and the tube forming the
common electrode. As shown, the dielectric material 42 can
extend beyond the end of the tube 40 at the high voltage
output end of a parallel capacitor set. Also, although the
difference in voltage between adjacent capacitors is not high
since the number of stages is large, the individual capacitor
electrodes 44 must be kept far enough apart along the tube to
prevent arcing between the individual capacitors electrodes
44. While shown as a cylindrical tube 40, the common capaci-
tive electrode could take various other shapes and forms.

For a ten stage multiplier as shown in FIG. 4, which uses
two sets of ten capacitors connected in parallel, the tubes 40
forming the common electrode of each set of the parallel
capacitors can be about seven millimeters in diameter and
about one hundred fifty millimeters in length. The rectifiers
47 and 48 have tubular cases about four millimeters in diam-
eter and about twenty five millimeters long. The rectifiers 47
and 48 are connected in opposite orientations between
respective sets of parallel capacitors formed by foil or bands
44 as shown in FIGS. 4-6 to form the circuit as shown in the
circuit diagram of FIG. 3. The structure of FIGS. 4 and 5 can
be bent into a configuration as shown in FIG. 6 so as to better
fit into a space with a diameter as small as about thirty milli-
meters. This allows the multiplier circuit to be placed in oil
well logging devices as shown in FIG. 6 showing the multi-
plier circuit inside of housing 10. Again, care needs to be
taken when positioning the tubes forming the capacitor sets
close together so that the tubes remain far enough apart that
no arcing between capacitors will take place. Additionally,
dielectric material can be placed between the respective tubes
forming the parallel capacitor sets or encapsulating dielectric
material can be placed between and around the respective
tubes forming the parallel capacitor sets to provide mechani-
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cal and electrical isolation between the common tube capaci-
tors along the length of the multiplier. Alternately, the housing
10 can be filled with a dielectric gas such as SF.

As apparent from the circuitry shown in FIG. 3, the parallel
multiplier circuit includes a plurality of capacitors C4-C6
connected in parallel to ground and electrically connected to
rectifiers D1-D6 being driven in parallel through parallel
capacitors C1-C3 from the voltage source, i.e., output 31 of
the step up transformer. Further, as seen from FIG. 4, the
parallel circuit configuration provides a plurality of stages
having respective capacitors arranged linearly along the
length of the common capacitor electrode, shown as tubes 40.
The voltage increases stage by stage which means with the
illustrated physical construction, the step up voltage increases
linearly with each stage and therefore with respect to the
physical spatial dimensions of the physical circuit.

FIG. 7 shows a circuit for a second embodiment of a volt-
age multiplier circuit of the invention. This, rather than being
a traditional Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuit, is a
combination parallel-series multiplier circuit. A set of paral-
lel capacitors 50 made up of capacitors C7, C8, C9, and C10
are connected in parallel to the output 31 of the secondary
winding 17 of the step up transformer 16. A set of series
capacitors 52 made up of capacitors C11, C12, C13, and C14
are connected in series, with one end of the series connected
to the grounded output 34 of the step up transformer 16 and
the other end of the series forming the output 56 of the
multiplier circuit. The individual capacitors of the two sets 50
and 52 of capacitors are connected by a rectifier matrix made
up of rectifiers D7-D14. The circuit of FIG. 7 shows a four
stage multiplier circuit with capacitors C7 and C11 and rec-
tifiers D7 and D8 making up the first stage, capacitors C8 and
C12 and rectifiers D9 and D10 making up the second stage,
capacitors C9 and C13 and rectifiers D11 and D12 making up
the third stage, and capacitors C10 and C14 and rectifiers D13
and D14 making up the fourth stage. Similarly to the parallel
multiplier circuit topology, with the combination parallel-
series topology, the output voltage droop (load regulation) is
proportional only to the number of stages and the ripple
voltage is only a function of the capacitance used, indepen-
dent of the number of stages. Therefore, as with the parallel
circuitry described, with the parallel-series circuitry, the
number of stages can be increased significantly compared to
the number of stages used in the Cockroft-Walton series
multiplier circuits. As many stages as desired may be used,
again, the more stages being used, the less the voltage
required to be blocked by any one of the rectifiers for the same
circuit total output voltage.

With the parallel-series multiplier circuitry, again the volt-
age across each of the rectifiers is reduced from that present in
a standard Cockroft-Walton series multiplier circuit so the
multiplier circuitry works well at high temperatures above
150 degrees C., but the parallel capacitors have to be high
voltage capacitors as almost the entire output voltage of the
circuit appears across capacitor C10. FIG. 8 shows a physical
implementation of the circuitry of FIG. 7 and shows a ten
stage multiplier circuit. The parallel set 50 of parallel con-
nected capacitors C7-C10 is constructed as a tube 60 with
dielectric layer 62 and individual capacitor electrodes 64 as
described for FIG. 4. Rectifiers 66 and 68 are connected in
opposite orientations between respective individual capaci-
tors of the sets 50 and 52 of capacitors to form the circuitry of
FIG. 7.

With the circuitry of FIG. 7, the series capacitors C11-C14
do not have a common connection so individual capacitors
70, FIG. 8, are used. None of these capacitors have high
voltage across them so do not have to be special high voltage
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capacitors. For example, using a ten stage circuit of FIG. 7, as
shown in FIG. 8, the input from the step up transformed will
be about 10,000 volts peak to peak with the high voltage DC
output of about 100,000 volts. The voltage across each of the
individual capacitors C11-C14, FIG. 7, and 70, F1G. 8, will be
about 10,000 volts, while the voltage across the last of the
parallel capacitors on the tube 60 toward the output 56 will be
close to about 100,000 volts. With the circuit construction of
FIG. 8, capacitors 70 can be standard ceramic disc capacitors
which have a diameter of about twenty millimeters and a
thickness of about eight millimeters. As indicated for FIG. 4,
for a ten stage multiplier which uses ten capacitors connected
in parallel, the tube 60 forming the common electrode of the
parallel capacitors can be about seven millimeters in diameter
and about one hundred fifty millimeters in length. The recti-
fiers 66 and 68 have tubular cases about four millimeters in
diameter and about twenty five millimeters long. The rectifi-
ers 66 and 68 are connected in opposite orientations between
respective parallel capacitors formed by foil or bands 64 and
respective individual capacitors 70 as shown in FIGS. 8 and 9
to form the circuit as shown in the circuit diagram of FIG. 7.
Again, this structure can be bent into a configuration as shown
in FIG. 10 so as to better fit into a space with a diameter as
small as about thirty millimeters. This allows the multiplier
circuit of FIGS. 7-9 to be placed in oil well logging devices as
shown in FIG. 10 showing the multiplier circuit inside of
housing 10. Again, dielectric material can be placed between
and around the respective components forming the parallel-
series circuit to provide mechanical and electrical isolation
between the components along the length of the multiplier.
Alternately, the housing 10 can be filled with a dielectric gas
such as SF,.

As apparent from the circuitry shown in FIG. 7, the paral-
lel-series multiplier circuit includes a series of capacitors
C11-C14 connected electrically in series and electrically con-
nected to rectifiers D7-D14 being driven in parallel through
parallel capacitors C7-C10 from the voltage source, i.e., out-
put 31 of the step up transformer. Further, as seen from FIG.
8, the parallel-series circuit configuration provides a plurality
of capacitors electrically connected in series from ground and
in which the voltage increases at each individual capacitor of
the plurality of capacitors connected in series, scaling linearly
along a spatial length dimension of the series of capacitors,
said series capacitors electrically connected to rectifiers being
driven in parallel through parallel capacitors from the voltage
source.

Either the parallel circuitry of FIGS. 3-6 or the parallel-
series circuitry of FIG. 7-10 can be used to provide the high
voltage DC needed to operate the neutron generating tubes, or
other loads. The parallel version of FIGS. 3-6 can be used
when continuous output current is being applied to the neu-
tron generating tube or other load. The parallel-series version
of FIGS. 7-10 is best suited for pulsed load applications such
as where pulsed output current is applied to the neutron gen-
erating tube with the disc capacitors forming a charge storage
mechanism to supply the current during the large load pulses.

The AC power supply may provide an AC signal of various
waveforms with various voltages. For Example, the AC
power supply 14 may provide a 100 Vpp sinusoidal AC signal
to the input (primary winding 15) of the step up transformer
16. With aten stage multiplier circuit of the invention, the step
up transformer may provide a ten kilovolt AC output to the
input of the voltage multiplier circuit 18. The voltage multi-
plier circuit then increases the voltage to a 100,000 volt DC
output that is connected to the neutron generator 12. With a
twenty stage multiplier circuit of the invention, the step up
transformer may provide a five kilovolt output to the input of
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the voltage multiplier circuit 18. The twenty stage voltage
multiplier circuit then, again, increases the voltage to a 100,
000 volt DC output that is connected to the neutron generator
12. Depending upon the output voltage needed, the available
voltage supply, and the components used in the circuitry,
various voltage supply signals can be used as input to the step
up transformer and the step up transformer can provide vari-
ous AC signals to the multiplier circuitry. Further, depending
upon the AC voltage supply signal available, a step up trans-
former may not be necessary. If appropriate, the AC voltage
supply may alone be the AC voltage source and be connected
directly to the voltage multiplier circuit.

An alternative construction for a parallel set of capacitors
for either a parallel or parallel-series voltage multiplier circuit
is shown in FIG. 11. As shown in FIG. 11, rather than forming
the dielectric layer on the common capacitor electrode such
as by wrapping dielectric film material around the common
electrode, the dielectric material, such as a ceramic material,
is formed into a separate sleeve 80 which can then telescopi-
cally receive the elongate piece of conductive material
therein. Thus, as shown in FIG. 11, the ceramic sleeve 80 is
configured to receive the elongate cylindrical common
capacitor electrode 82 therein. Thus, the sleeve 80 can be
positioned over the common electrode 82 or the common
electrode 82 can be inserted into the sleeve 80. The sleeve 80
may be open at both ends, or may be closed as at 84 at what
will be the high voltage end 86. The closed end 84 provides
additional insulation between the common electrode and the
individual electrode 88 at the high voltage end 86 of the sleeve
to resist arcing between the individual and common elec-
trodes. This means that the closed sleeve end does not have to
extend as far beyond the end of the common electrode
received therein as does the film wrapping with open end as
shown in FIGS. 4 and 8. The individual capacitor electrodes
88 can be formed on the ceramic sleeve by metallization
around the sleeve, such as by a process which metalizes the
individual electrodes directly on the ceramic sleeve, prior to
insertion of the common electrode, or can be formed as pre-
viously indicated by conductive material being positioned
around or wrapped around the sleeve either prior to or after
insertion of the common electrode.

While the invention has been illustrated and described with
respect to embodiments of the invention specifically designed
for use in o0il well logging applications, it should be realized
that the invention can be used in any application where any
high voltage DC is required. Further, with the arrangement of
the rectifiers in the circuits as shown in the drawings, the high
voltage DC output is a negative voltage which is needed for
the neutron generating tubes. If used in a different application
where a positive high voltage DC is needed, the polarity of the
respective rectifiers is reversed.

With the parallel and parallel-series circuits for the voltage
multiplier of the invention, the capacitors are the components
of the circuit across which the higher voltages appear. The
reverse voltage across the rectifiers is reduced over the reverse
voltages that appear in a series circuit because many more
stages may be used without having the problem of the N
(number of stages) cubed droop problem or N squared ripple
problems. This lower reverse voltage allows the higher tem-
perature operation of the circuits. With such parallel and
parallel-series circuits, the voltage across a plurality of the
capacitors in the circuit is greater than the voltage across any
one of the rectifiers in the circuit. Further, the entire output
voltage will generally appear across one of the capacitors.
Further, with the physical construction of sets of parallel
capacitors along a common capacitor electrode where the
common electrode is elongate, and with the individual
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capacitors arranged along the length of the common elec-
trode, the stepped up voltages will appear on consecutive
capacitors so that the stepped up voltages will increase lin-
early with respect to the physical spatial dimensions of the
circuits. Further, with the parallel-series combination circuit,
the series connection of the capacitors will provide a voltage
increase across each individual capacitor which scales lin-
early along the spatial length dimension of the circuit.

While the forgoing examples are illustrative of the prin-
ciples of the present invention in one or more particular appli-
cations, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
that numerous modifications in form, usage and details of
implementation can be made without the exercise of inventive
faculty, and without departing from the principles and con-
cepts of the invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the
invention be limited, except as by the claims set forth below.

The invention claimed is:

1. A high voltage power supply comprising:

an AC power source to provide an AC output of desired

voltage; and

a voltage multiplier circuit including a plurality of capaci-

tors and a plurality of rectifiers and coupled to the AC
output of the AC power source so as to provide a DC
output voltage higher than the AC output of the AC
power source, said voltage multiplier circuit configured
so that the voltage across each of a plurality of the
plurality of capacitors is greater than the reverse voltage
across any one of the rectifiers of the plurality of recti-
fiers:

wherein a plurality of the plurality of capacitors are elec-

trically connected in parallel and constructed with a
common capacitor electrode, a plurality of individual
capacitor electrodes, and dielectric material positioned
between each individual capacitor electrode and the
common electrode.

2. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the total output voltage of the high voltage power
supply appears across one of the capacitors.

3. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the reverse voltage across any of the rectifiers of the
plurality of rectifiers is low enough to allow the circuit to
provide a desired output voltage at temperatures above about
150 degrees C.

4. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the common capacitor electrode is an elongate piece
of conductive material, the dielectric material is formed at
least partially around the common electrode, and the indi-
vidual capacitor electrodes are positioned around the dielec-
tric material.

5. A high voltage power supply according to claim 4,
wherein the dielectric is a ceramic material configured to fit
around at least a portion of the common electrode and
wherein the individual capacitor electrodes are formed by
areas of metallization on the ceramic material.

6. A high voltage power supply according to claim 5,
wherein the elongate piece of conductive material is a cylin-
der of conductive material and wherein the ceramic material
is formed as a closed end sleeve of ceramic material config-
ured and sized to receive at least a portion of the common
electrode therein.

7. A high voltage power supply according to claim 4,
wherein the dielectric is a high temperature dielectric film
material wrapped around at least a portion of the elongate
piece of conductive material forming the common electrode.

8. A high voltage power supply according to claim 4,
wherein the individual electrodes include conductive material
concentrically positioned around the dielectric material
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which is concentrically formed around at least a portion of the
elongate piece of conductive material forming the common
electrode.

9. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the plurality of the plurality of capacitors that are
electrically connected in parallel and constructed with a com-
mon capacitor electrode, are less than all of the capacitors of
the plurality of capacitors, and the remaining capacitors of the
plurality of capacitors are individual separate capacitors con-
nected in electrical series.

10. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the plurality of capacitors include two pluralities of
capacitors, the plurality of capacitors of each of the two
pluralities of capacitors being electrically connected in par-
allel and constructed with a common capacitor electrode.

11. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the voltage multiplier circuit is encapsulated in an
electrical insulating material.

12. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit has a plurality of
stages of multiplication and is configured such that any output
ripple of the DC output voltage is independent of the number
of stages of multiplication.

13. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit has a plurality of
stages of multiplication and is configured such that load regu-
lation of the DC output voltage scales linearly with the num-
ber of stages.

14. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit including includes a
series of capacitors electrically connected to rectifiers being
driven in parallel through parallel capacitors from the voltage
source.

15. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit includes a plurality
capacitors electrically connected in parallel to ground and
electrically connected to rectifiers being driven in parallel
through parallel capacitors from the voltage source.

16. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit has a plurality of
stages of multiplication and is configured physically so that
the step up voltage increases linearly with respect to physical
spatial dimensions.

17. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein said voltage multiplier circuit includes a plurality of
the plurality of capacitors electrically connected in series
from ground and in which the voltage increases at each indi-
vidual capacitor of the plurality of capacitors connected in
series, scaling linearly along a spatial length dimension, said
series capacitors electrically connected to rectifiers being
driven in parallel through parallel capacitors from the voltage
source.

18. A high voltage power supply according to claim 17,
wherein the voltage multiplier circuit is encapsulated in an
electrical insulating material.

19. A high voltage power supply according to claim 1,
wherein the high voltage power supply is sized and shaped to
fit into a logging device for logging oil wells, said logging
device including a housing sized and shaped to fit into an oil
well tool, the housing having an outside diameter less than
about two inches, and wherein the voltage multiplier circuit
provides a DC output voltage sufficient to operate a neutron
generating tube, and is configured so that the reverse voltage
across each of the plurality diodes is low enough such that
operation of the voltage multiplier circuit at temperatures
greater than 150 degrees C. is possible.
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20. A high voltage power supply according to claim 7, 22. A high voltage power supply according to claim 7,
wherein the high temperature film material is a polyimide wherein the high temperature film material is teflon film
film material. material.

21. A high voltage power supply according to claim 20,
wherein the high temperature film material is Kapton film 5
material. k% & %



